- meeting of Senate

'DAWN Islamabad, FRIDAY, APRIL 11, 2008

Senators call for

of health projeéts

. ISLAMARAD, April 10: There
is a need for well-orgamzed and
well-planned monitoring of vari-
ous health programmes launched
dtnitional level.

This was stated by Senator
Abudl Razak Thahim durmg a

" Committee on here on
i ing the meeting it
was nbwved that a comprehen-

fme -monitoring would help

improve the health standards

By Our Staff Reporter™ -

it would not only help in prov:&- .
ing relief to the common man‘but -

would also help achieve -the
Millennium . Development Grsals
(MDGs) it the long run, .

" The committee gave responsi-
bility to Prof Sajid Mir to identi-
the area, which need jmmedi-
ate attention so that:the commit-
tee may prepare its. pian of action
and give its mput to improve
hose health

and would help in providing ing

basic health facilities at the
lower level.

The committee noted with con-
cern that despite efforts, the hep-
atmsﬂnndeereonthense
and the medicines were muth
expens:ve They were of the opin-
ion that more focused approdch
was required to control the coim-

nunicable diseases like hepati- > T 3
- attached depamnents and the

tis, TR, HIV/Aids, etc.

Membets also'stressed for cre-
ating mare awareness of the com-
municable diseases. - Senators
demanded that a co
and update health police should
be introduced as soon as possible

hse goals
Earher federal secxvetary for
health Khusnood

efforts made - to improve - the
health - of the people. . He

informed that the number of doc-: s
n s was le n the: Abdul Khaliq Prizads;
- Firdaus, Abdual Rashid

the committee about’ the s11ent
features of the nauonal helath
pohce 2001 and said that the pol-
icy ‘was being updated and
efforts were being iade .to
bridge thegapssﬁegavg«detaﬁed
figures of the “sllocatigns made
for health during last three years.
Mr Lashari said the.network of
lady - healthiworkerds: was ‘being
strengthened at thexural level to
provide basic health facilities to
womren in the far flang dreas. '

‘The ‘hedlth secreté.ry also

s briefed fhie committee. about var-

ious progx‘ammexs Taunched at

" national level,

.Senior officials of ghe Pakxstan
Institute .of Medical ‘ ‘Sciences,
Jinnah Post Graduate{Medical
Centre, Karachi, Natiorial
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'DAWN Islamabad, SUNDAY, MAY 4, 2008

‘Health facilities to be.

By Our Reporter

ISLAMABAD, May 3: Federal Minister for .
—*ealth, Information and Broadcasting Sherry

Rehman has said the g ent was committed
to providing free health facilities to all.

Talking to a delegation of Pakistan Medical and
Dental Council (PMDC) on Saturday, she said the
government was taking all steps to prov1de bettér
health facilities to the masses and in this regard
requisite laws would be made to ensure sustam
ability of the facilities.

“Delivery of health facilities free of cost and of

better quality is the commitment of the present

;expressed the hope that'it. wﬂlcnntm t

.government with t;he people and no delay in, thls

regard will be tolerated”.

She directed that the curriculum of medmcal col-
leges should be revised urgently-and eondition of
the public hospitals should be improved.

The PMDC delegation hbriefed, the minister
about the ambit of respons;b es of g m;g uncil
and the services rendered e et R

The minister appreaat
ensuring quality. in. medi

torious semces




Do
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one-year effort to immunise 64
million children in Pakistan
against measles, the largest pub-
lic health campaign of its kind in
the world, has been kicked off on
Monday.

This ls the world’s largest mass -

measles campaign ever under-
taken,” Melissa Corkum, a
spokeswoman for the UN
Children’s Fund (UNICEF), was
quoted as saying by IRIN, the UN
information unit.

The fifth and final phase of the
campaign targeting 34 million .
children between nine months

and +nder 13 years of age in
Pakistan’s populous Punjab

. Province and Islamabad began

on 17 March and will conclude

‘on April 3.

Over 19,000 skilled and 45,000 .
semi-skilled persons are engaged )
in the mammoth campalgn over--

seen by 3,700 supervisors.
Unlike the house-to-house
strategy employed in the coun-
try’s ongoing polio eradication
drive, the children are immu-

A

ISLAMABAD March 19: A

tnes i -
- polio camrmgns, if
eve:y chﬂd receives this injec-

\uon, ﬂ:etelsnoneedtoconunue;. ¢
- child: is immunised .against -

‘‘‘‘‘‘

Smce March 2007 30 million
children have been immunised in
99 districts throughout the coun-
try, including Baloclnstan, Sindh,
North West Frontier Province,
the Federally - Administered
Tribal Areas, Pakistani-adminis-
tered Kashmir and the country’s
Federally Adllmstered
Northern Areas.

According to the World Health -

Orgammnon (WHO), over one

-million. cases .of measles and

21,000 measles-assomated deaths
occur annually iri Pakistan,
“This means_that 58 children
die every day in Pakistan from
measles and the associated com-
plications,” Corkum noted,
adding that by vaccinating “we
have the ability, the opportunity,
and most importantly now we

i
-

* measles. »

" This:is no easy task, Wlth con-
tinued community mobilisation |
still nieeded to”.ensure. every '

measlés and otlier preventable
diseases. - )

- “Every segment of the commu:
nity, including opinion leaders,
religibus . leaders, teachers,
health . workers - 'including lady
health workers - must be fully
working in partnership to ensure
no child is missed durmg this
one-time  campaign”  the
UNICEF official ‘stressed.

“A missed child is an at risk
child, so parents should ensure
their child receives the immni-
sation even if they have. been

. immunised  before or have had

measles,” she said.

As part of thé campaagn in
Pakistan, UNICEF and WHO are
providing technical assistance to |
the government to reduce child-

’hood morbidity and mortallty

caused by measles.—PPI
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2 NATIONAL

Health officials up
in arms over
latest polio case

KARACHI, March 23: The

_ fresh detection of a polio case in

a 16-month old boy in Shikarpur
district has upset the immunisa-
tion campaigners and others as-
sociated with the programme,
said sources privy to the expan-
ded immwhisation programme.
The bigwigs at the helm of af-
fairs of the polio-drop adminis-

- tration programme considered

the detection of three polio ca-
ses during the first three months
of the year a rebirth of the polio
virus, which, according to thém,
had almost been ehmmataed m
the province.

“Now, the concern is how the*

huge funding behind at least 72

rounds of oral polio drops:since - N
_Mémion, told Dawn' that Sindh,
‘after ' the- detection of the

1994 and the services of thou-
sands of national vaccinators
and polio workers under the su-
pervision of national health offi-
cials and representatives of in-

ternational donors and health

agencies will be ]usnﬁed,” sa:d a
source.’

Accordmg to a senior health
official, -despite a long journey

and efforts including a good
number of. foreign trips in the

name of study tours and interac:
tions with other counterparts

and important meetings, zero re-.
- officers (health) from time to .
-, ..+ - time also hampers the anti-polio
In 2005, a total of five poho ca-
ses, were : found in'-8indh, while

porting ‘of .polio cases still re-
mains’a distant goal.

12 cases were confirmed for
2006, including four at Karachi,
two at Sukkur and one each at
Naushehro Feroze, Umerkot,
Ghotki, Jacobabad, Shikarpur
and Sanghar.

Twelve cases were also discov-
ered in 2007. The cases were dis-

covered in Karachi (2), Khairpur - .

(1), Thatta (1), Jacobabad (2),
Ghotki (1) and Kambar (5).
Now, Hyderabad, Nawabshah

and Shikarpur have also entéred

the list of high-risk districts in
the province as they reported
one polio case each during 2008
so far, while other districts out-

side Sindh are currently zero re- - -

porters.
At an Expanded Programme

on Immunisation (EPI) review .

meeting held on ‘Saturday
(March 22y at Karachi, it was

stressed that the high-risk popu- -

lation — specially the nomadic
populatmn should be focused

By Mukhtar Alam

on more, while ‘communication
and advocacy ‘activities should
be intensified and enhancement
of routine’ nnmumsauon asa top
priority be énsured. -

Some of the partl(:lpants ‘were
of the view that ‘thie report of
fresh cases in Sindh was indica-
tive of an improved surveillance
system, while the number of ca-
ses from the NWFP, which was
at a h1gher risk of transmission
of the virus from. Afghamstan,

"had been zero as the immunisa-

tion and surveillance teams

‘were not getting time to conduct
-meaningful activities die to the

tmlxtant uprising there, -
- National Programme
ger of the EPL-Dr HB.

Sh:karpur case, was launchmg a

three-day mopping tip campaign

in. :the whole :of. Shikarpur,

Larkana and Kambar. districts,

while parual mopping up would
be donein ~Suldkiir,, Jacobabad

-and Khairpur districts. He said
that about 1,040,354 children up:

to the age of frve . years.wounld be
adqu;stered oral polio vaceines
in 176 union councils during the
campaign.

“Changes of executive district

drive as the newcomers had to

reset the strategies and unify
the field workers, which surely

needed some time for a positive
onentatlon, Dr- Méinon said
while commentmg" on the fail-
ures of the EPI. initiative in
Sindh.

Campalgn rev1gw needed‘

However r.ouple of others at
the helni of affairs expréessed the

. view-that" there was a need to re-

view the whole vaccination exer-
cise, parucularly at a ime when
the province was so near 10

giving a final push agamst fhe‘,

dreaded polio virus. -

“We. need logistical support,
budget forvaccmanon activities,
transport to reach the nori-Zctes-
sible areas and enhancement i

. POL charges as well,” said an of-
“ficial coming from the interior of

" “The high risk months of

August to November are stll
i Fd AL (AL FE I I

_meetings at one plaoe almost ev-

‘the campaigns, whlch also hin--

so be undertaken.”.

" which’ believed- that' even ‘the_
' coverage rate of 95 per.cent was

ahead,” said another insider,
stressing. that it was ‘high time
for the international health
agencies and donor bodies as
well to revisit their strategies in
regard to monitoring and techni-
cal management and also assess
the output of experts and rela-
ted manpower deployed in the
country.

Pleasure trips’-’

A depressed official went on
to say that trips of personnel of
the health department and im-
munisation projects under the
garb of polio or measles cam-
paigns should also be stopped
forthwith, even to the capital or
other provinces as these did not
help in any way. ©

“The EDOs of health and oth-
er staffers are also called for

ery month, some time ahead of ;
the polio. campaugns ‘or durmfg;

dered other health-related activ-,
ities and’caused a lack of con-
centration in campangns and fol-.
low-up activities,” said a district’
health official, who suggested re-

ducmg such meetings.and cere-

monies.

Another oﬁﬁcml sa.ld that ata
time when the vaccine coverage
was being extended to 90 to 95
per cerit of the deservmg popula-
tion of children in line with the
international standard, an exer:
cise. to “know the’ quality:of v V;
cines ‘and perfonnance of ¢old-
chains at various stages could al-

However, there- are quarters

also not a major achievement, :

It was learnt through a‘source.
that national immunisation man-
agers from Islamabad in July
last year ~ when only four polio
cases had been reported in

Sindh and the progress was be-
* ing appreciated - had pointed

out to the EPI Sindh project di-
rector that there were still some
key issues that needed to be ad-
dressed‘ sed “before :the: next ‘ipo]io

. Another key SSue that nee-
ded to be addressed’ was the
marking of ‘the fingers of chil-
dren after giving polio drops. i
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